
OCTOBER 20, 2017 - UMKC CONFERENCE ON CIVIC AND 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Stories forge connections, illuminate our cultures, and create empathy. Telling your story is a means 
of empowerment. But in order to make an impact, stories must be listened to and heard—not just 
added to the cacophony of complaints and problems.  After the 2016 presidential election and the 
recent NAACP warning about the state of Missouri, Kansas City has been abuzz with protests, 
marches, and gatherings. With few opportunities for engaged listening, local stories that articulate 
needs, concerns, and potential ways forward have all but disappeared from community discourse. 

As a Fall 2017 fellow of Organize for Action (OFA), Erica Stone designed OFA Sound Off, a 
collaborative, multimodal, community writing project, to reinvigorate the KCMO community with 
local stories and participatory listening opportunities. At its core, the project focuses on listening as 
its central activity and story-telling as the key component of community engagement and change. 
OFA Sound Off was designed to create a space for KCMO residents work together to create localized 
movements that are dialogic and meaningful.

The reflections and stories on the wall were collected during the Educate-Organize-Advocate 
Conference on October 20, 2017, and reveal the passions, worries, and hopes of  various UMKC 
community members. We invite you to read them — to listen to their stories.
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I want to live in a world where 
women have access to equal 
wages and ethical healthcare. If 
we make up half of the population, we 
should be equally represented in congress, 
the C-suite, and other places of power in our 
country. Where would you be without the 
women in your life? Stand with them. 

#immigration
America is a place where refugee 
reform isn’t taken seriously 
enough. Today, I learned that 
since the 1980s, the US has only accepted 3 
million refugees, while less affluent 
countries have hit that number within this 
year. The main takeaway from this is: 
Educate yourself and others to make change. 

#gunlaws
We can’t institute better gun laws 
in a country with so many 
advances? It feels, at times, that 
we are so progressive in so many ways, but 
just as regressive in other ways. We have 
regulations on over-the-counter drugs, but 
refuse to put more restrictions on 
instruments capable of killing 58 individuals 
and wounding 500 more at one time. 
Something feels really strange about that. 

#healthcare
In the US, mental health care is 
neglected because of stigma and 
lack of investment in caring for 
the whole person. If we were able to invest 
in a single-payer health care system, more 
resources could be devoted to preventative 
mental health care and research for cures to 
common problems like depression and 
anxiety. We can’t keep marginalizing people 
who need our help. Health care needs to be 
reformed so that it works for everyone, 
regardless of employment status or 
preexisting conditions. 

#climate
We just witnessed two of the 
largest hurricanes in history, and 
they certainly won’t be the last. 
Our interests are individualistic and not 
collective. I want to leave behind a world 
with drinkable water, healthy trees, clean air, 
and open spaces. What can we do to refocus 
our government’s interest on climate change 
when so many members of the current 
administration deny the very existence of 
climate change?

#gunviolence
With recent atrocities that 
occurred in Las Vegas, the second 
amendment has been attacked. 
The real issue is allowing the right people to 
own and use guns rather than the banning of 
firearms of any kind across the board. I think 
people that want to ban firearms will fail as 
the majority of the United States citizens will 
revolt against the movement as a whole.


